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Australian universities are publishing previously unpublished works such as theses in institutional repositories or by 
publishing scholarly journals on their own presses. 
 
This re-invented role of publisher is due in part, to the availability of digital age technologies which scaffold the 
publishing process and facilitate inexpensive production of digital-only journals. The global push for Open Access to 
the outputs of publicly-funded research has also been a major driver. Research funder mandates and institutional Open 
Access policies apply only to publications for which the authors have no expectation of commercial gain. 
 
In all cases the primary motivation is to disseminate widely for maximum uptake with attribution to the author thereby 
increasing impact. This makes works published in institutional repositories and on university presses ideal candidates 
for Creative Commons licences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
University journals use Creative Commons licences 
Source of journal title data: AOASG  http://aoasg.org.au/open-access-in-action  
journal licence data compiled by author from individual journal websites 
Only 13% of Australian university journals published free on the internet meet the requirements of Open Access as 
defined by the Budapest Open Access Initiative. 
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Australian universities support institutional publishing                                              
100%  have institutional repositories
Source of data AOASG: http://aoasg.org.au/open-access-
repositories-at-australian-institutions
82% publish specialised journals which are freely available online
Source of data: AOASG http://aoasg.org.au/open-access-in-
action/australian-oa-journals/
71% have policies to support open access or repository
Source of data: ROARMAP
http://roarmap.eprints.org/view/country/036.html
By “open access” to [peer-reviewed research literature], we mean its free availability on the 
public internet, permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to 
the full texts of these articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software, or use 
them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those 
inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself. The only constraint on reproduction and 
distribution, and the only role for copyright in this domain, should be to give authors control 
over the integrity of their work and the right to be properly acknowledged and cited. 
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